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television
station. They
wanted lo
know what
she could
do and
fanded her a
microphone.
Her skills
landed her the
internship she
wanted. | started
VEry young because
'rm a sell starter,”
Soni says. "l think tnat
really helped me play to my
strengths.”

After a snortstint as a cu” telewvision
reporter, she landea an anchor desk position on the weekends.
From tere, doors opened, and Som moved to WGAL where she
continued to anchor the weekend morning show, as well as specialty
News programs

“Back then. of course, | had the big '80s hair,” she recalls and iaughs
"So when | see the clips I'm unrecognizable, basically tnere 1s more
hair than person.”

There are many of us who remember those days. At WGAL she
co-hosted the morning snow's local cut-ins, titled Today i1 Central
Pernsyivaria, did some news and consumer reporting, and filled in
with some limitec weather, as needed.”You had 1o be energetic and
willing to do about anything back then,” Soni says. “ did everything but
run the camera.”

Her experience in the Susquehanna Valley gave her confidence anc
the knowledge of what goes on in front of and behind the camera.
Yet, she had bigger aspirations and interned at WCAL in Philadelphia.
She soon learned her love was with writing and promotion; the other
end of the media specirum led her to public relations.

"l eft television and went on to start my P.R career as a public
relations coordinator lor the Pennsylvania Depariment of
Environmental Protection,” says Soni. News releases, news
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conferences, public hearings, all of this official stafe business
helped her gain priceless experience.

Again, she wanted more. So, she was off to Washington, D.C.

"[ fell like | needed global experience.” She acquired this expenence
while she regularly ran into President Clinton, Hillary Clinton, and
Elizabeth Dole.

In D.C., sne learned media training, a new skill that few professionals
in PA had at that time. In the mid-90s. she brought her skills back

to the Commonwealth where she worked with the Pennsylvania
Chamber of Business ana Industry as manager of media relations.
Things snowballed. By the turn of the century, Som had her hands ina
myriad of projecis, and ner head was going in many directions. il was
like | was playing in the band and teaching piano,” relates Soni. ' It was
sweat equity; 1 literally worked to improve my wortn

RAISING ARIZONA

When she 1sn't working from her o¥ices in Lancaster and Philacelphia,
Soni can be found in the warm and welcoming cimate of Arizona.
Her West Coast branch has oifices in Scottsdale ana Phoenix.

Like many Pennsylvanians, Soni has decided to make Arizona a second
home for her career, Some go lor business. some for retirement,

and some for family or fun, So, why 5 Soni sphitting her time betwaen
Keystone and Grand Canyon States? "It's like Lancaster West." Son
jokes, “They love our pioneer spirit...It's a can-do attitude.”

The long-story-short is that Soni bought her nome in Manheim
Township from a couple who retired 1o Scotisdale, The sale turned
into a friendsnip. and Soni found nersell visiting Anzonz often *f call
them my desert parents,” she says of the retired couple

More than a pseudo-familial bend draws Soni back relentiessly. Her
career as a speaker runs natonwide. Eventually, sne started going 1o
meetings for the National Speakers Association based out of Arzona.
She also has friends from Lancaster County who split tneir time in
Arizona. The connections kept puilaing. It seemed as if Arizona found
her "All of us who have come cut have found wengerful growth
Soni said. ‘I started taking on chents...and 1 continue feed off the
Western energy.”

Sont likes to have fun and to speak her ming.
That's obvious. Since ner interview, she has
called and ermailed me several times, updating
me on her status, her photo shoot, and her
number one client, Brad Rutter. If she didn't
say it about hersell in words, she does s in
actions— Soni Dimond is committed 1o her
clients, even if the client 1s herself "My name s
very easy 1o remembet, and | want to leverage
1hz2," Soni szys as we wrap Up our Conversation
“We'll see what hanpens next, | just ocoled a
brand-new chent on OPRAH! She's a “abalous
young doctor! Did | tell you anout tha?”

Stay wned LB
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